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Interior Finishes
on a Budget

Christell Leonard

mLve pn_'-|'~:5.'|_'l|',' heard the phrase

“Champagne caste on a bees budg-
er.” How about " silk purs our of a
sow's exr ! Buperior finishes are plenti-
ful when your budpet s plenty big. Bue
when recreation facilitics are designed
within o steice l,'u.,l;.:ul. how do vou jazz
it up without breaking the bank!?

The main concerns atwavs have
Leen dumbility ared cosr of materinls
when designing interiors for communi-
ty regrealion Centers. I the pasd, the
acstheric standard for interior finishes
in public regreation centers has been
fairly low. However, in the las decade there has been an increazing trend to upgmade
finishes and amenities in municipal faailities. More and more, the members of parks
ard recreation ETCALPS have come o Bt hi;‘:h livel of interior |.‘|r:--§.i1':n and them-
irg within their centers. The quandary is thar, despite high expectations for interior
design, the construction 'I:\-'_ai,';n,":.y tior these pronecis still are r.n._'ql.u:nl:l':.' conerai ned.
This requires the design eam o come up with new and creative wavs to use durable
and inexpengive producis o gencrare thay "Chﬂmp:)j’,nu fimsh™ thar chiens and users
eagerly anticipare.

Cheet th pass guariercentury, the gap berween the sesthetic qualiy of the intgrior fin-
ishes of bath private health clubs and public recreation centers has continued to narrow.

"Bo longer can acchitets design your gracdpa’s recreation faciiny,'™ says archarect
Uavid Sprague of Ohlson Lavieie Colfaborative (OLCY in Denver, "Customers” cxpec-
rations teday (or programs, armenitics and leok lean mych moare toveard private clubs
than simple communi by Tec rooms.”
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Having snid that, most recreation centers cannot afford all of the niceties of a pri-
vate fitness club suech as much of the elaborate tile parrem work thar s most often
seen n the wet areas and locker rooms. An alternative o ale for 2 public facibiey is
integral eolor and stained concrete Anors. Today, there are many innovative and fun
ways 1o use conerete. Foc example, at The Teails Recreation Center in Centennial,
Cola,, different colors in integeal color conereete, combined with an inceresting scor-
ing pattern threughour the floon of the locker oms and the pool decks, combines
high-end design with cost-controlled funcrion.

Weanwhile, ar the West River Community Center in Dickirson, NI, the parks
and recreation board expressed o desire 1o somehow tie in the history of the arca's
dinosaur fossil discoveries with the theming for the interics of their new regr=ation
center. The designer’s solution o this request was to use snontegral color conconete
flane with scoring patterns and a cuscom stamp of a dincsaur foorprine i the poal
deck. In's fun foe kids wo emerge foam the locker rooms into the Leisure pool area and
see huge dinosaur footprints stomping their way across the pool deck. The we of col-
ored concrere, srutead of nle in thess wet aress can be a preal goal gavings byt i still
very durable and atmctive.

High-impacr gvpaum wallboard iz another product that has became more prevalent
in recreation centers. Dnee only used on the lower portions of walls in pymmnasioms,
it is now being nsed in other areas that recewve high amounts of ghuse. The cost of
this high-mpact gypsum board has continued o decrease and now is comparakde o
regular gvpsum board.

Above left and below: integrol color concrete flooring throughout the lacker rooms and poal
decks helpn establish o high-end look at The Troifs Recreotion Center in Centennial, Colo.
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Exposed CMU walls always have been a saple an
recreation centers, Historically, these exposed masonry
walls were simply painted over with one, mayhe tas cols
ors of paint at the most. Mow, we e seemng more inter-
esting combinarions of split-faced and ground-face
CMU Klocks being used to creare senking textoral and
handing effects. Alwo, different color of CMU blocks
are used, ¢liminating the need for painting.

At the West River Community Center, this type of
design is very effective,

“Early in the design stage, the client wanted a warm
and expressive environment for this regionally signifi-
¢ant projcet, but one that would ke achievable within
their budger,” explains Brian Beckler, OLC project
desipner. “'We chass integral colored masonry in bieu of
standard painted concréte block. For a minmal addi-
niemal cosr, West River Community Center achieved a
dramatic design effect without breaking the bank.”

The use of varying textures and colors in the gxposed
block gives the walls an upsraded
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At the Weit River Community Center in Dickinson, N.D.,
different colors of CMU blocka create a striped custom ook

design without additional effects. There dogin't need ro
be a lot of expensive, painted wall graphics in these
arezs to make them visually exeiting. [netead, eontrase-
ing paiat color could be wed on the walls in key areas.

These are ondy o few of the solutions thar balance
creative sizzle and cost control when designing interi-
ors. Though 1t's always a good ideg w szacch for new,
hreakthrough products that are durabie, cost-effective
ard arpractive, don't be gfraid o examine tried-and-
true existing products that can be used in innovarive
and exciting ways, Stained concrete, integral masan-
vy and even paint will give your facility the upgraded
teak thac your members have come to expect.

Christell Leonard is an associate principal
ond senior interior designer for Ohlson Lavoie
Collaborative in Denver. For more information,
visit www.QhltonLavoie Collaborative.com.

look ot a viery small cost inerense.

Aim for impact

Chorsing where to spend money
an intericr finishes o thar they wdl
have the most impact is important
on any project, bur gspecially for
public ecreation centers, When the
budget 15 limned, chere are usualtly
aonly a few key areas where some
extra money ¢an ¢ spent.

At The Trails Recreation Center,
the dislgn team and the client want-
ed the lobbylazrium area to be a focal
point for rhe facility. The theme for
The Trails embedies Centennial’s
rich hiziory involving carty settlers
and picneers. A medium-cost poreg-
lain tile was used on the floors
throughaut most of the lobby
However, 2 more expensive accent
tila thar resgmbles wood planking
was used in conjunction with the
medium-priced tile, Also in the
tobby, desipners wsed man-made
river rocks and stone o accent the
wpered columns that march down
the main axis of the airium. Even
lhough there are relarively wmall
amounts of this river rock and the
woend-logk tile, the impact on the
whole desipn is huge. These :mall
investments bring the pioneer theme
to life and ser the tone for the entiee
center from the entryaay forward.

Yet another way 1o penerate visu-
al ineerest ar very licdle cosc s by
using vibrant paint eolors on walls.
Choosing key accent walls to fea-
ture an intense color that is in con-
trast to the surrounding colar: is a
dvmamic  effect that is visually
appesling to users.

The aguarics ateas at recreation
centers are abways a sigmificant and
highly use=d component. Most cen-
tets are family-oriented, with high
expectations for theming and viaual
stimulation. Many of the water
slides, spray gacdens and play strye-
tures come in a vartety of different
colors. Often, these siructures are
intesesting enough by thamsslves,
that not much more meney nceds ©
ke spent on the interior finishes
around them. Chgasing bright colors
for these elements thar coordinate
with the theme and color patette of
the entire facility can create arriking
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